
  

CHINA SEMINAR 41st Year        as of 2009 a forum of FRIENDS OF EAST-WEST CENTER 
Founding convener: D. W. Y. Kwok             a 501C non-profit organization 

 
Friends of East-West Center cordially invites you to the spring 2018 sessions of the 

     

CHINA SEMINAR  
 

Thursday, 10 May, 2018, 12 noon  
  

at  
  

Maple Garden Restaurant, 909 Isenberg Street, Honolulu  
  

Topic:  
 

Sino-Vietnamese Relations in the 21st Century 
The View from a Changing Vietnam 

  

By 
  

Liam Kelley 
 
Sino-Vietnamese relations have often been depicted as being “timeless,” as a story of China’s desire to expand 
southward and of Vietnamese efforts to resist Chinese hegemony. The historical reality, however, has been 
much more complex, and the same is the case for the current relations between the two countries. This is 
particularly so given how dramatically Vietnamese society has changed over the past 20 years. This talk will 
attempt to illuminate this point by examining how the transformed Vietnamese society of today has dealt with 
various issues that Vietnam has had with the Chinese world, from the South China/East Sea dispute to the 
Formosa steel plant fish kill incident. The way that Vietnamese society reacts to these issues is changing and 
getting ever more complex. 
 
Liam Kelley is an Associate Professor of History at the University of Hawaii at Manoa where he teaches about 
Southeast Asian history. His PhD is also from UH Manoa, but in Chinese history. All of his scholarship in one 
way or another relates to the history of the complex relationship between Vietnam and China, from the culture 
of diplomatic relations in premodern times, to Sino-Vietnamese religious cults in the twentieth century, to the 
role of China in the history of Vietnamese nationalism. 
 
• The seminar is $20.00 for Friends of the East-West Center members, EWC and UH students and $25.00 for non-members with 
luncheon served after the talk. Payment may be made in advance or at the door. Checks should be made payable to Friends of the 
East-West Center.  Seating is first-come, first-served at the Maple Garden Restaurant.  No recording of any kind please. 
 

• Please return the form below by mail or email.  Reservations must reach us by noon of the day before (May 9).  Changes cannot be 
accommodated thereafter.  
 

• No-shows please honor your reservation with payment.  
 

 
 

Please reserve ______ place(s) for the May 10, 2018 meeting.  
               
Return this form to: 
China Seminar, Friends of the East-West Center 
1601 East-West Road, Honolulu, HI 96848     
E-mail: friends@eastwestcenter.org 
For more information, call 944-7111 & speak w/ Ms. Deanna O'Brien     

Your name: _________________________________________________ 
 
Guests:_____________________________________________________ 
 
Vegetarian? ___ Please  reserve ___ seat(s) @ the veggie table. 
 

Wheelchair or walker? ____      Other handicap? ____________________ 

41+ YEARS OF STIMULATING DISCUSSION & CRITICAL THINKING 

Please cut along dotted line if mailing in RSVP 



 
Please provide email address for future notices if desired. ___________________________@_________________ 


